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In June 2008, I was invited to the annual 

conference of the Association des Bibliothé-

caires de France, the equivalent of the American 

Library Association in the United States.  The 

conference was held in Reims, the capital of the 

Champagne Ardenne region of France. I had 

been invited to attend by Carine El Bekri-

Dinoird, Director of the Library of the Univer-

sity of Reims Champagne Ardenne, in recipro-

cation for her participation in group visit by 

seventeen French librarians to New York in 

October 2007.   I had coordinated the LaGuar-

dia portion of their visit and gave them an over-

uhdv ne sgd Khaq`qxƍr hmenql`shnm khsdq`bx oqn,

gram.  She was so impressed with the caliber 

and variety of our programs for students that 

she asked me to be a panelist at this conference 

held in her home town. 

Before the conference started, I was fortu-

nate to climb up 249 steps to the top of the Ca-

thedral of Reims which was damaged during the 

First World War and survey the beauty of the 

town and countryside.  The Cathedral remains a 

landmark of great significance and an important 

cultural landmark of the Champagne region. 

Joan of Arc, Woodrow Wilson and Marc Cha-

gall all figured prominently in the history of 

this poignant site and, with the aid of funding 

from the Rockefeller foundation, much of the 

Cathedral has been restored to its former, pre-

First World War, glory. 

The three-day conference was entitled 

ƏO`qbntqr dm ahakhnsgĀptdr9 cdr `cnm`hrr`msr `tw
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dees included academic, public, and special librarians, 

many from other French-speaking countries such as 

Belgium, Morocco, Algeria, Lebanon, and Haiti. 

I was part of a panel on the role of academic li-

brarians in student success; the panel included Geor-

ges Bellon, the Vice-President of Academic Affairs 

and Student Life of the University of Reims, and 

Richard Dupuis, Professor of Communications, Uni-

versity of Reims. The panel was moderated by the 

Library Director, Carine El Bekri-Dinoird.  My pres-

entation started with a slide of the Number 7 train 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Faculty 

and Staff  

High-

lights  

Francine Egger-Sider presented at Les Bib-

liothèques Universitaires, Partenaires de la 

Réussite Etudiante sponsored by Le Congrès 

cd kƍ@rrnbh`shnm cdr Ahakhnsgāb`hqdr cd

France 2008 June 12 (see page 1). 

 

Web Services Librarian Steven Ovadia was 

promoted to Assistant Professor. 

 

Electronic Resources Librarian Catherine 

Stern otakhrgdc ƏOqhrnmdq Qddmsqx Qd,

rntqbdr9 @m @mmns`sdc FthcdƐ hmBehavioral 

& Social Sciences Librarian (vol. 26, no. 3, 

2008), with Barbara Carrel. 

 

Rbnss Vghsdƍrbg`osdq ƏRtqudhkk`mbd `mc

Fnudqm`mbd9 Bqhld Bnmsqnk `mc AdxnmcƐ

was published in the series Sociology of 

Crime, Law and Deviance. 

Au Revoir, Remi  

 

The Library sadly said goodbye to Remi  

Castonguay, who left LaGuardia for a position in 

the Yale University Library.  

K`Ft`qch`ƍr knrr hr Mdv G`udmƍr f`hm- 
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Dkdbsqnmhb`9 Vg`sƍr Mdv vhsg Dkdbsqnmhb Qdrntqbdr 

By Catherine Stern, Electronic Resources Librarian 

 

@u`hk`akd sgqntfg sgd Vdaƕ 

 

The web is full of sounds and images which can be 

used to enhance classes, presentations and papers. Li-

brary users tend to be most familiar Google Image 

Search.  This standard Google feature is easy to use, 

and often gets the job done. The easiest way to get to 

Google Image is to go to google.com and select Images 

from the menu on top of the search box. Yahoo has 

an Image Search as well. Options on the results page 

hmbktcd Əv`kko`odq+Ɛ ak`bj % vghsd nq bnknq `mc rtf,

gestions for additional search terms. 

The web offers access to many other lesser known 

but equally useful electronic media oriented websites. 

Some of the more substantial sites include: 

 

American Memory  (http://memory.loc.gov) is a 

behemoth collection from The Library of Congress 

vghbg needqr Əeqdd `mc nodm `bbdrr sgqntfg sgd Hmsdq,

net to written and spoken words, sound recordings, 

still and moving images, prints, maps, and sheet music 

that document the American experience. It is a digital 

qdbnqc ne @ldqhb`m ghrsnqx `mc bqd`shuhsx-Ɛ Sgd lhk,

lions of items are divided into over 100 collections, 

which can be searched by keyword or browsed by 

topic, time period, item type or place. It is definitively 

worth exploring. 

 

@mxnmd vgn jmnvr Mdv Xnqj Otakhb Khaq`qxƍr

picture collection will be delighted with the NYPL 

Digital Gallery (http://digitalgallery.nypl.org), and 

sgnrd vgn cnmƍs jmnv hs vhkk g`ud ` bg`mbd sn chr,

cover it. NYPL Digital Gallery  oqnuhcdr Əeqdd `mc

open access to over 640,000 images digitized from The 

New York Public Library's vast collections, including 

illuminated manuscripts, historical maps, vintage post-

dqr+ q`qd oqhmsr+ ognsnfq`ogr `mc lnqd-Ɛ 

 

Freeplay Music Library (http://freeplaymusic.com/) is 

a broadcast production library of music and sounds 

for use on websites, podcasts and presentations. It is 

possible to search by feeling, style or instrument. 

Many uses require signed license agreements and a 

license fee payment, but there is some limited free use 

described in their terms of use section.  Dogpile.com 

has an audio search feature as well. Blinkx (http://

www.blinkx.com/home) is a search engine for video 

content. 

 

Available through LaGuardia Subscription  

C`s`a`rdrƕ 

 

L`mx ne sgd Khaq`qxƍr rtarbqhoshnm c`s`a`rdr `krn

contain features which provide images and sound, 

however, it is often hard to know how to access this 

valuable material. Here is a brief rundown of the more 

useful sight available through the LaGuardia Library 

gnldo`fdƕ 

 

@lnmf sgd Khaq`qxƍr rtarbqhoshnm c`s`a`rdr hr sgd

*AP Photo Archive . These images are licensed for 

academic use. This is a tremendous collection of news 

photos from the Associated Press. Its recently  

revamped interface is visually appealing and in the 

advance search option users can limit searches in a 

variety of ways including photographer and image 

(Continued on page 8) 

A Guide to Web and Online Subscription Sources for Digital 

Sounds and Images  

*Library subscription database. Go to the Library Home 

Page (http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/), click on 

Online Research Journals & Articles, select the Alphabetical 

List tab at the top and find the database of your choice 

there. 

*Library Subscription Database 

Mdv Xnqj Otakhb Khaq`qxƍr Chfhs`k F`kkdqx 
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Media Services Report 

Faculty Laptop Loan Program 

By Albert Neal, Media Services Coordinator 

 

The Library Media Resources Center is pleased to 

announce a new service for our faculty. Five laptop 

computers will be available in the Media Services depart-

ment for personal and professional use. These laptops 

will have CD burning, DVD playback, and wireless ca-

pabilities. Preloaded software includes Microsoft Office 

2007 (Word, Excel, and Powerpoint), Adobe PDF 

reader, and QuickTime.  Laptop circulation is limited to 

seven days with one renewal to insure that the laptops 

are available to all faculty members. 

We have initiated this program primarily to assist 

our faculty who are making presentations at conferences 

and similar events. As a result, these laptops will be 

unlocked which will allow the loading of personal soft-

ware. 

In addition to this new service, the Library has ac-

quired 75 new laptop computers for the Student Laptop 

Loan program. This additional equipment will provide 

mobile computer access to more of our students than 

ever before. 

Please contact Albert Neal, Media Services Coordi-

nator (x5432) if you have any questions about any of 

these services.Â 

Hmsqnctbhmf sgd Khaq`qxƍr Mdv

Media Streaming Service 

 By Eric Moy , College Laboratory Technician 

 

As video streaming technology advances, many ma-

jor web sites are making use of it to deliver media con-

tent to their customers.  While the application of this 

technology varies from one institution to another, the 

common goal is to provide easier access to media con-

tent by enabling the users to play it on their desktop. 

The Library staff recognized the importance of easy 

accessibility and decided to explore the video streaming 

options.  During the research process, we identified 

some problems and some durable options.  In the end, 

the Library purchased a Dell PowerEdge server and set 

up a video streaming system consisting of Darwin 

Streaming Server, Apache web server with Sphider 

search engine, and MySQL database engine.  Housed in 

the Library, the system enables the Library to deliver its 

media collection over the network. 

We understand the importance of video quality and 

gnv sg`s b`m g`ud `m deedbs nm sgd trdqƍr kd`qmhmf hmsdq,

est and ability.  We encode media in MP4 format.  The 

MP4 format is one of the most popular video formats 

for high quality video and sound.  One advantage of 

using this format is that it is supported in various plat-

forms (Mac, Windows and Linux).   Closed-captioning is 

a very important feature to the hard-of-hearing users, 

but is often overlooked in video streaming due to high 

cost and its complex processing procedures. However, 

vhsg @ookdƍr PthbjShld Ok`xdq+ `cchmf ` bknrdc-caption 

track to an MP4 video is relatively easy. 

Users can search for media content using the inter-

nal search engine at http://media.laguardia.edu/search.  

The user can easily play any video by clicking a link on 

the result page.  The system also works flawlessly with 

ERes, the Library's documents reservation server, mak-

ing it possible for instructors to provide media materials 

to students. 

Playing the video has never been easier in Smart 

(Continued on page 9) 

Sgd Khaq`qxƍr

streaming 

video server 

at work.  

http://media.laguardia.edu/search
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Email Alerts: Keeping Up with 

Publications 

By Elizabeth Namei, Reference Consultant 

 

Did you know that a free e-mail alert service is avail-

`akd eqnl l`mx ne sgd khaq`qxƍr rtarbqhoshnm c`s`a`rdr>

By subscribing to this service, you can select publica-

tions that are of interest to you and have the table of 

contents sent directly to your inbox.  You will be noti-

fied as new issues are available and links to the full-text 

of articles are provided when available.   This is a quick 

and easy way to keep up with the scholarship in your 

discipline. 

In EBSCOhost databases it is pretty simple to set up 

an alert: 

1. Click the Publications link at the top left hand 

corner of the screen.  

2. Enter the journal title in the Browse Publications 

field and click Browse, or use the A - Z links to 

browse through the list of titles. 

3. Click on the Journal Title from the list of results. 

Eqnl sgd intqm`kƍr Otakhb`shnm Cds`hkr Rbqddm+

click the Alert/Save/Share link, and then click 

the Create an Alert link from the pop-up box.  

If you have not signed in to or created your My EB-

SCOhost account,  you will be prompted to do so 

before moving on to the next step.    

4. The Journal Alert Screen appears next. You will 

need to select the length of time you want the 

alert to run for, the format of the alert and then 

xntq dl`hk `ccqdrr- Nmbd xntƍud r`udc sgd `kdqs

you will automatically begin receiving the table 

of contents for the next issue of the publication 

once it is available. 

If you have any questions about this service please 

contact Elizabeth Namei, enamei@lagcc.cuny.edu or 

x6019.Â 

You can 

configure a 

database like 

Academic 

Search Pre-

mier to alert 

you when 

certain pub-

lications are 

updated. 

2008 Honors Night Awards  

By Clementine Lewis, Interlibrary Loan Librarian 

 

On September 11, 2008, Ms. Alexandra Rojas and Mr. 

Charles Keyes presented the Library awards at the Honors 

Night Program to ten students for outstanding academic 

achievement in library and classroom research. 

 

Library Research Review Award 

The four students listed below received the Library 

Research Review Award for the Research Review Competi-

tion. In addition to this award, the students received a U. S. 

Savings Bond donated by Faculty Council and other prizes. 

The first place winner received an iPod Nano, and the sec-

ond and third place winners received an iPod Shuffle.   

 

First Place: Max E. Zampieri  

ENG 103, Prof. Christopher Alexander   

Second Place: Pablo Cesar Avila  

ENG 103, Dr. J. Elizabeth Clark and SSS 102, Dr. 

Lorraine Cohen   

Rachelle Noel 

ENG 101, Prof. William Weydig 

Third Place: Sandra Yee 

ENG 220, Dr. Marian Arkin 

 

For additional information, please visit the website for 

sgd Khaq`qxƍr Qdrd`qbg Qduhdv Bnlodshshnm knb`sdc `s

(Continued on page 8) 

Left to right: Clementine Lewis (Chair, Research 

Review Panel),  Max  Zampieri (2008 first place 

winner),  Christopher Alexander (classroom in-

structor for first place winner), and Alexandra 

Rojas (Honor's Night presenter).  

Photo by Juan Hurtado 

mailto:enamei@lagcc.cuny.edu
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By Alex de Laszlo, Collection Development Librarian 

 

The Internet Archive is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to maintaining an online library and archive of 

web and multimedia sources.  The organization is head-

quartered in the Presidio, the grounds of a former U.S. 

military base, located on the shores of San Francisco Bay 

in the shadow of the Golden Gate Bridge. 

The notƊfor-profit organization was founded in 1996 

as the brainchild of Brewster Kahle, a Silicon Valley soft-

ware engineer and systems developer responsible for de-

veloping the WAIS search engine.  In 1995 he sold his 

interest to AOL for 15 million dollars and founded the 

Internet Archive.   Recently, the efficacy of the Internet 

Archive was given a major boost when the Bibliotecha 

@kdw`mcqhm` hm Dfxos `fqddc sn ƏLhqqnqƐ hsƍr `qbghu`k

holdings, ensuring that all data stored at the Archive is 

duplicated in another location as a means of assuring 

preservation. 

Sgd khaq`qh`mƍr hmhsh`k ognmd ptdqx `ants ` e`bs ehmc,

ing visit was cheerfully greeted with an invitation to 

lunch at their weekly staff meeting!  Upon arrival, I 

learned that the Archive makes a point of including pro-

fessionals, staff and members of the public in their meet-

ings as a way of fostering organizational transparency. 

As we lunched on burritos, a staff member shared 

information on a new affiliation with NASA Images, an 

online site that makes images from space available in high 

resolution form.  A public relations staff member/web 

mistress shared over-the-top email complaints associated 

with some of the more controversial links to the Archive 

website.  An elderly radical activist expressed concern 

about digitizing and archiving her extensive collection of 

leftist ephemera and political documents. The group 

shared concerns about digital archiving techniques and 

the staff was eager to share their knowledge and standards 

of practice. 

The Internet Archive has two primary agendas; first, 

the archiving of web sites and digital information for pos-

terity. The second is the digitization and dissemination of 

existing print materials on a free, non-proprietary basis. 

The archiving of websites is handled in two ways. 

The Wayback Machine (a reference from an episode of 

the Rocky and Bullwinkle Show) is a digital time capsule 

created by the Internet Archive, which allows users to see 

snapshots of websites as they have evolved over time. 

Sgd @qbghudr cdrbqhadr sghr `r ` Əsgqdd chldmrhnm`kƐ hm,

dex. 

 Another system, called Archive-It, makes it possible 

to permanently and immediately cite an archived version 

of a website as needed. Archive-It is available through 

subscription for clients in need of archiving and access to 

past websites.  Snapshots of Archive-It data collected 

through the Internet Archive are periodically loaded into 

the general Wayback machine. Individuals and institu-

tions producing and maintaining websites make use of 

this service. Archive-It partners can harvest, catalogue, 

manage, and browse their archived collections.   Major 

partners include governmental, educational and non-

profit organizations. 

Internet Archive is also involved in a number of 

smaller projects, most notably, a media collection, en-

compassing moving image, audio and text, etc, from a 

wide range of sources. The media collection also features 

`m ƏNodm RntqbdƐ rta-collection where general contribu-

tions by the public can be stored. 

(Continued on page 10) 

LETTER FROM SAN FRANCISCO;  The Internet Archive and  

Preserving Collective Memory in the Digital Age  

Technician operating a digital scanning 

machine, equipped with the Scribe Im-

aging System Software. 

 

Photo by Alex de Laszlo 




