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Book Reviews 

 
Casson, John J. "Nickel and Dimed. (Book Review)." American  

Economist 46, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 78.

Daniel, Lillian. "Nickel and Dimed. (Review)" The Christian Century 118,  

no. 22 (August 1, 2001): 30.

Gallagher, Dorothy. "Making Ends Meet." The New York Times 13 May 2001.

Klein, Julia. "Domestic Spy." The American Prospect 12, no. 13 (July 30, 2001): 43.

Schaeffer-Duffy, Claire. "It's a Hard-Knock Life." America 185, no. 16 (November 19, 

2001): 24.

Scott, Joni. "Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America. (Review)" The 

Humanist 61, no. 5 (September 2001): 40.
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Aldrich, Brian C, et al. Housing the Urban Poor :Policy and Practice in Developing 

Countries. New Jersey: Zed Books, 1995. 

Call#: HD 7287.96 .D44 H683

Blau, Joel. The Visible poor :Homelessness in the United States. New York : Oxford 

University Press, 1993. 

Call#: HV 4505 .B52

Herbert, Bob. Unmasking Poverty. Washington, DC: U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban 

Development, 1999. 

Call#: HH 1.2:P 86/4 (Government Document) 

Katz, Michael B. The Underclass Debate: Views from History. New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press, 1993. 

HV4044 .U56  
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Interviews

"Audio Interview: Barbara Ehrenreich." Interview by Bill Goldstein, 8 May 2001. The 

New York Times on the Web. 

http://www.nytimes.com/books/01/05/13/specials/ehrenreich.html

"Barbara Ehrenreich." Audio interview by John Ydstie, Weekend Edition, National 

Public Radio, 19 May 2001.

"Barbara Ehrenreich: Author of Nickel and Dimed Talks with Robert Birnbaum." 

Identity Theory, 2001. 

http://www.identitytheory.com/people/birnbaum21.html

"Barbara Ehrenreich: Nickel and Dimed." Audio interview by Juan Williams, Talk of the 

Nation, National Public Radio, 16 May 2001.

"Featured Guest: Barbara Ehrenreich." PBS P.O.V. Border Talk, 2002. 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2002/borders/talk/dialogue008_be.html

"Notable Writer: Barbara Ehrenreich." Interview at University of Oregon, no date. 

http://lnf.uoregon.edu/notable/ehrenreich.html

"Scraping By: An Interview with Barbara Ehrenreich." Interview by Tamara Straus, 15 

May 2001. AlterNet.org. 

http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=10863
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Labor in the U.S.A.

 

Books about Labor in the United States

Nicholson, Philip Yale. Labor's story in the United States.  

Philadelphia, PA : Temple University Press, 2004. 

Call#: HD8066 .N53

The voice of the people : primary sources on the history of American  

labor, industrial relations, and working-class culture. 

Wheeling, Ill. : Harlan Davidson, c2004. 

Call#: HD8066 .V65 

Talwar, Jennifer Parker. Fast food, fast track : immigrants, big business,  

and the American dream. Cambridge MA : Westview Press, 2002.  

Call#: HD 8039 .H82 U7

Wal-Mart : the face of twenty-first-century capitalism.  
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New York : New Press, 2006. 

Call#: HF5429.215 .U6 W35

 

Videos about Labor in the United States 

VHS 1391 A DAY'S WORK, A DAY'S PAY color, 2001, 57 min., cc 

Three welfare recipients in New York City are examined from 1997 to 2000, as they 

participate in the largest welfare-to-work program in the nation.

VHS 865 AMERICAN DREAM color, 1991, 98 min., cc 

An account of the Hormel labor strike, which devastated the small company town of 

Austin, Minnesota in the 1980s. 

VHS 773 BITING THE BULLET color, 1991, 30 min. 

Workers, community and industry leaders hard hit by military cutbacks look at 

conversion alternatives they are developing. 

DVD 232 HARVEST OF SHAME color and b&w, 2005, 55 min.

Edward R. Murrow's renowned 1960 expose shocked the nation with its sober 

depiction of the plight and squalid living conditions of migrant farm workers. 

VHS 1096 MINIMUM WAGES color, 1994, 60 min., cc

Bill Moyers examines how global economic changes are destroying the lives and 

livelihoods of hardworking Americans. 

VHS 757 ROGER AND ME color, 1989, 91 min., cc 

Michael Moore's tragicomic documentary detailing his protracted efforts to meet with 

General Motors president Roger Smith to confront him with the poverty and despair 

afflicting Flint, Michigan, after the company closed its plant there. 

VHS 1081 TAKEN FOR A RIDE color, 1996, 55 min. 
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The story of an insidious automobile and oil industry campaign, led by General 

Motors, to buy and dismantle streetcar lines. Across the nation, tracks were torn up, 

sometimes overnight, with diesel buses placed on city streets. A revealing history of 

our cities in the 20th century that is also a meditation on corporate power and abuse, 

citizen protest, and the social and environmental implications of transportation. 

VHS 772 THIS FAR BY FAITH color, 1991, 30 min. 

Takes viewers inside homes and churches to meet workers - mostly African-American 

women - whose pay at Delta Pride Catfish processing company was so low that, 

despite a 40-hour work week, they still qualified for welfare and food stamps. After a 

long strike against the company, they emerged victorious. 

DVD 221 WAL-MART: THE HIGH COST OF LOW PRICE color, 2005, 97 min., cc

Robert Greenwald's investigative analysis of the world's largest private employer, with 

insights into business owners, workers and their families, and the corporation's 

economic impact on local communities. 

 

Find out more on your own

Books @ LaGuardia -- CUNY +  labor and united states 

Journal and Magazines -- EBSCOhost (History Reference Center) Search for housing 

and united states and poverty

Newspaper Articles -- LEXIS NEXIS Search fo housing and united states and 

poverty. The best way to search would be to go to 1. "Guided News Search" 2. Select 

"General News" as a news category 3. Select "Major Papers" 4. Make sure you select 

"Previous Two Years" in the date range field. 
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Poverty

Darnay, Arsen, ed. American Cost of Living Survey: A Compilation of Price Data for 

Nearly 580 Goods and Services in 506 U.S. Cities from More Than 100 Sources. 

Detroit: Gale Research, 2002.  

Call#: HB 235 .U6 A53 

Derks, Scott. The Value of a Dollar: Prices and Incomes in the United States, 1860-

2004. New York: Grey House Pub, 2004. 

Call#: HB235 .U6 V35 

Iceland, John. Poverty in America: a Handbook. Berkeley, CA: University of California 

Press, 2003.  

Call#: HC110 .P6 I25 

U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, A profile of the working Poor, 2000. 

Washington, DC (2 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Washington 20212-0001): U.S. Dept. of 

Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2002  

Call#: L 2.71:957 (Government Document) 
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Social Security 

Whiteman, Victor L. Social Security: What Every Human Services Professional Should 

Know. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2001.  

Call#: HD 7123 .W49  

Wallulis, Jerald. The New insecurity : The End of the Standard Job and Family. 

Albany: State University of New York Press, 1998.  

Call#: HD 5708.4 .W35 
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Wages

Bianco, Anthony. The Bully of Bentonville : How the High Cost of 

Wal-Mart's Everyday Low Prices is Hurting America. New York:  

Doubleday, 2006. 

Call#: HF5429.215 .U6 B52 

Lichtenstein, Nelson. Wal-Mart : the Face of Twenty-First-Century Capitalism. New 

York: New Press, 2006. 

Call#: HF5429.215 .U6 W35 

Head, Simon. The New Ruthless Economy: Work & Power in the 

Digital Age. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Call#: HC106.83 .H4 

Shipler, David K. The Working Poor : Invisible in America.  

New York: Vintage Books, 2005. 

Call#: HC110 .P6 S48

Featherstone, Liza. Selling Women Short : the Landmark  

Battle for Workers' Rights at Wal-Mart.  

New York: Basic Books, 2004. 

Call#: SHELVED BY AUTHOR Nonfiction 

Ross, Andrew. Low Pay, High Profile : the Global Push for  

Fair Labor. New York: New Press, 2004.  
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Quigley, William P. Ending Poverty as We Know It :  

Guaranteeing a Right to a Job at a Living Wage. Philadelphia, Pa. :  

Temple University Press, 2003.  

Call#: HD4975 .Q54

Shulman, Beth. The Betrayal of Work : How Low-Wage Jobs  

Fail 30 Million Americans and their Families. New York:  

New Press, 2003.  

Call#: HD4975 .S46

  

  

 
 

Copyright © 2006 LaGuardia Community College; Library Media Resources Center; 
Created and maintained by Remi Castonguay, Alexandra Rojas, and Dawn Amsberry. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/sovadia/My%20Documents/Library/commonreading/nickel_dime/wages.htm (2 of 2)3/17/2009 1:54:29 PM

http://apps.appl.cuny.edu:83/F/?func=item-global&doc_library=CUN01&doc_number=004813942&year=&volume=&local_base=laguardia
http://apps.appl.cuny.edu:83/F/?func=item-global&doc_library=CUN01&doc_number=004690516&year=&volume=&local_base=laguardia
http://apps.appl.cuny.edu:83/F/?func=item-global&doc_library=CUN01&doc_number=004682552&year=&volume=&local_base=laguardia


Common Reading Library Website, Nickel & Dimed

Library Resources: Nickel & Dimed
 

 
 
 

On (Not) Getting By in America 
 

 

TOPICS 

●     Getting Started 

●     Book Reviews 

●     Housing

●     Interviews

●     Labor in the U.S.A.

●     Poverty

●     Social Security 

●     Wages

●     Welfare

●     Working Poor 

Latest news:

Login to Barbara 

Ehrenreich's Blog by 

clicking here

More info:

> Library Website 

> College Common 

Reading Website
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- Related Weblinks 

- Other Books by 

Barbara Ehrenreich

Library Home > Common Reading > Nickel and Dimed Home > Welfare

Welfare

Wagner, David. The Poorhouse : America's Forgotten Institution. Lanham, MD : 

Rowman & Littlefield , 2005.  

Call#: HV61 .W34

Balkin, Karen, ed. Poverty: Opposing Viewpoints . San Diego,CA: Greenhaven Press : 

Thomson/Gale, 2004. 

Call#: HC110 .P6 P63

Chaudry, Ajay. Putting Children First : How Low-Wage Working Mothers Manage Child 

Care. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2004.  

Call#: HQ778.67 .N7 C43 

Hays, Sharon. Flat Broke with Children : Women in the Age of Welfare Reform. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2003.  

Call#: HV95 .H36 
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Working Poor

  

Books about Working Poor 

Chaudry, Ajay. Putting Children First : How Low-Wage Working Mothers Manage Child 

Care. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2004.  

Call#: HQ778.67 .N7 C43 

Johnson, Jennifer. Getting By on The Minimum : The Lives of Working Class Women. 

New York: Routledge, 2002. 

Call#: HQ1421 .J65

Shulman, Beth. The Betrayal of Work : How Low-Wage Jobs Fail 30 Million Americans 

and their Families. New York: New Press, 2003.  

Call#: HD4975 .S46

Simmons, Louise ed. Welfare the working poor, and labor. New York : M.E. Sharpe, 

2004 

Call3: HD8072.5 .W45 

 

Find out more on your own

Books @ LaGuardia -- CUNY +  working poor 
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Journal and Magazines -- EBSCOhost (History Reference Center) Search for working 

poor ; 

Newspaper Articles -- LEXIS NEXIS Search for working poor  

Make sure to select "Previous two years" to expand your search. 
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BARBARA EHRENREICH'S WEBSITE

http://www.barbaraehrenreich.com

The author's website features links to her blog, interviews, book reviews, and other 

resources related to her writing.

 

 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

 

New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal

http://www.dhcr.state.ny.us/general/affhsg.htm

This site, sponsored by the New York State government, gives information on finding 

affordable housing in the Empire State.
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United States Department of Housing and Urban Development

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/

This page from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

describes HUD's programs to address the increasing need for affordable housing. 

 

 
HEALTH INSURANCE

 

American Medical Student Association

http://www.amsa.org/uhc/

This page from the American Medical Student Association website has links to up-to-

date information about health-care related legislation at the state and federal level. 

Also included are links to discussions on myths about the uninsured, strategies to 

increase health care access, and international health care systems.

National Coalition on Health Care 

http://www.nchc.org/

The National Coalition on Health Care is comprised of about 100 organizations "united 

in the belief that we need-and can achieve-more affordable health care for all 

Americans." The "Facts about Health Care" section includes data about the uninsured 

and a resource list. Included in the Materials section are links to reports and speeches 

on health care reform.

Physicians for a National Health Program

http://www.pnhp.org/

"Physicians for a National Health Program is a nonprofit organization of physicians, 

medical students, and other health care professionals that support a national health 

insurance program." PNHP advocates for a single-payer system of health care. Fact 

Sheets and an FAQ page answer many questions about national health insurance, and 

links to recent news articles provide up-to-date coverage on related issues.

Universal Health Care Action Network 
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http://www.uhcan.org/

"UHCAN is a nationwide network that promotes comprehensive health care for all 

through education, strategy development and advocacy." The site provides links to 

information on currents health care issues such as racial disparities and the high cost 

of prescription drugs. Users can access the organization's newsletter, Action.

 

 
LABOR UNIONS 

 

AFL-CIO

http://www.aflcio.org/

The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) 

is a voluntary federation of 53 national and international labor unions. The site 

includes a useful "facts & stats" page that allows users to search for up-to-date data 

on working family issues from the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration and other key sources.

 

Coalition of Labor Union Women

http://www.cluw.org/

The CLUW is a non-partisan organization with members from 60 international and 

national unions across the U.S. and Canada. The site provides links to the 

organization's newsletters, which discuss a variety of issues of interest to working 

women.

 

Unions.org

http://www.unions.org

State-by-state directories of unions and union-friendly businesses are provided on 

this site. The Resources section has many links to union-related documents and other 
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websites. In the Daily News section users can link to online newspaper articles 

discussing union activity around the nation.

 

 
MINIMUM WAGE

 

Coalition on Human Needs

http://www.chn.org/issues/minimumwage/

"The Coalition on Human Needs (CHN) is an alliance of national organizations working 

together to promote public policies which address the needs of low-income and other 

vulnerable populations." The minimum wage section includes background on the 

minimum wage law and links to recent articles on the subject.

 

Economic Policy Institute 

http://www.epi.org/content.cfm/issueguides_minwage

"The Economic Policy Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan think tank that seeks to 

broaden the public debate about strategies to achieve a prosperous and fair 

economy." The site features numerous tables and charts of data, as well as links to 

key publications. 

 

United States Department of Labor/Employment Standards Administration 

http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/flsa/

This page from the U.S. Department of Labor's website gives information on the Fair 

Labor Standards Act, which establishes minimum wage standards for workers in both 

the public and private sectors. A "questions and answers" page is included.

 

 
POVERTY
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Institute for Research on Poverty

http://www.irp.wisc.edu/

Based at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the Institute for Research on Poverty is 

a "center for interdisciplinary research into the causes and consequences of poverty 

and social inequality in the United States." The site has links to research reports on 

many related topics, including welfare reform, health and poverty, education and 

poverty, and low-wage labor markets. The FAQ section gives quick access to facts 

about poverty.

Oxfam America

http://www.oxfamamerica.org

"Oxfam America is a non-profit organization that works to end global poverty." Links 

to news articles provide current information on poverty issues around the world. The 

full text of research reports and briefing papers are also included.

 

U.S. Census Bureau: Poverty

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html

This site from the U.S. Census Bureau provides basic facts about poverty in the 

United States and how it is measured. There are also links to Census Bureau reports 

on poverty and a list of links to related sites. A question and answer section is 

searchable by keyword.

World Bank Poverty Net

http://www.worldbank.org/poverty

This site provides an introduction to key issues in international poverty as well as "in-

depth information on poverty measurement, monitoring, analysis, and on poverty 

reduction strategies for researchers and practitioners." The site allows the user to 

search for poverty information by individual country.

 

 
WORKERS' RIGHTS
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American Rights at Work

http://www.americanrightsatwork.org/

This website, sponsored by a workers rights advocacy organization, has links to fact 

sheets, recent news articles, and reports related to unfair labor practices and worker 

rights abuse. 

 

National Labor Relations Board

http://www.nlrb.gov/nlrb/home/default.asp

"The National Labor Relations Board is an independent federal agency created by 

Congress in 1935 to administer the National Labor Relations Act, the primary law 

governing relations between unions and employers in the private sector." The site 

answers questions about unfair labor practices, minimum wage, overtime and other 

workplace issues. 

 

National Labor Committee

http://www.nlcnet.org/

"The mission of the National Labor Committee is to help defend the human rights of 

workers in the global economy." The Newsroom section has numerous links to recent 

articles documenting worker rights abuse around the world. There is also a link to the 

National Public Radio site with audio clips of related news stories. 

 

U.S. Department of Labor/Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA)

http://www.osha.gov/

This site from the U.S. Department of Labor has a section describing worker rights 

under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, which gives workers the right 

to a safe workplace. The site also has information on filing complaints, worker and 

employer responsibilities, and problems in the workplace.
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WORKING CLASS

 

Bread and Roses

http://www.bread-and-roses.com

Bread and Roses, the not-for-profit cultural arm of New York's Health and Human 

Service Union, 1199/SEIU, "strives to depict artistic, cultural and historical themes 

and issues affecting people from many backgrounds." The site features an extensive 

resource section with links to sites related to labor and the working class, including a 

section on "worker art and culture."

Center for Study of Working Class Life

http://www.sunysb.edu/workingclass/

Created by faculty and staff at the State University of New York at Stonybrook, this 

site is " dedicated to exploring the meaning of class in today's world." The site 

includes a "working class resource guide" with many links to other websites related to 

working class culture, labor resources for women and minorities, and labor-religion 

coalitions.

 

Labor Arts

http://www.laborarts.org/

Labor Arts is a virtual museum displaying "images of the cultural artifacts of working 

people and their organizations." Included are images of political buttons, pamphlets, 

historic photographs, cartoon art, murals, and sheet music. There is also an extensive 

list of links to labor sites, labor history resources, and labor history exhibits.
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Other Books by Barbara Ehrenreich 

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Bait and Switch: the (futile) pursuit of the  

American dream /. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2005. 

Call#: Shelved by author in the Browsing Collection

Ehrenreich, Barbara and Arlie Russell Hochschild eds. Global  

Woman: Nannies, Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy. 

New York: Metropolitan Books, 2003. 

Call#: HD6072 .G55

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Blood Rites: Origins and History of the 

Passions of War. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1997.  

Call#: U 22.3 .E37

Ehrenreich, Barbara. The Snarling Citizen : Essays.  

New York : Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995. 

Call#: E 169.04 .E38 

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Kipper's Game. New York: Farrar,  

Straus, Giroux, 1993. 

Call#: PS3555.H65 K55 

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Fear of Falling: the Inner Life of the  
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Middle Class. New York: Perennial Library, 1990.  

Call#: HT 690 .U6 E47  

Ehrenreich, Barbara and Deirdre English eds. For Her Own  

Good : 150 Years of the Experts' Advice to Women. New York:  

Anchor Books, 1989.  

Call#: HQ1426 .E38
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 Bianco, Anthony.:  

The bully of Bentonville : how the high cost of Wal-Mart's everyday low prices is hurting America / 

  New York : Currency/Doubleday : c2006. 

  xi, 320 p. ; 25 cm. 

  

Location   LaGuardia - Stacks - HF5429.215 .U6 B52 2006 

URL   Contributor biographical information :  http://www.loc.gov/catdir/enhancements/
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d.html   
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