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Visit By French Librarians A
Successful Fete
By Alex de Laszlo, Collection Development
Librarian
The LaGuardia Community College Library
Media Resources Center was delighted to host a
group of seventeen French librarians October 31st,
2007. The event was coordinated by Prof. Francine
Egger-Sider and Nicole Giraud, a senior consulting
librarian based in Paris. Nicole Giraud was able to
make use of her contacts in arranging the visit as
she had worked in New York City at the French
Institute/Alliance Francaise and at the New Americans Program of the Queens Library.
Fifteen of the seventeen French librarians
hailed from Champagne-Ardenne (East of Paris,
capital Reims) and were joined by two colleagues
from Guadeloupe. They formed a diverse group,
with a variety of professional backgrounds. All are
members of the Association of French Librarians, a
member organization of the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA). The common
theme for their trip, which sought to examine various New York area libraries was: “What are the
Innovations Taking Place in New York Libraries
today? Including Public Reading Libraries, University Libraries, and Research Libraries.”
The day commenced with a 9:00AM breakfast
in the Library conference room. After a warm hello
from Chief Librarian Prof. Jane Devine, LaGuardia
College President, Dr. Gail Mellow, also offered
welcoming remarks, in which she empathized with
the fatigue experienced by foreign language speakers struggling to translate the proceedings into
English. President Mellow pointed out that to hear
French spoken in the halls of LaGuardia would
come as no surprise, due to the thoroughly international nature of our College community.
Librarian Marie Spina started the morning

Librarians from France gather to hear about LaGuardia
information literacy programs and initiatives.
Photo by Terry Parker

presentations with an overview of the LRC 102 class the
visitors were about to observe. The class focused on
navigation of LaGuardia’s online periodical holdings.
Marie Spina also provided the French contingent with
their first introduction to Blackboard and ePortfolio
software, now a standard teaching innovation in the U.S.
Alexandra Rojas, with the assistance of Remi Castonguay, discussed the Common Reading Website. It
(Continued on page 10)
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Catherine Stern is pleased to join the library faculty as the electronic
resources librarian (see her database roundup on page 5). She previously worked
in the LaGuardia Library for over ten years as serials and reference librarian.
Since she was last here, she has been an adjunct at John Jay College and at some
of the other CUNY campuses as well. This spring she worked full time at John
Jay on a substitute line as reference and electronic resources librarian. Catherine
has noticed many changes, but a lot of continuity as well. She is glad to reconnect
with old friends and to have the opportunity to make some new ones. ◙
Fires rocked Montana this summer, causing
a haze the sun could barely penetrate:
“As we approached the mountain region we began smelling smoke. When we were quite close to one of the forest
fires, our eyes and throats burned. Fire and smoke in the
park, which seem to be annual events, veiled incomparable
vistas. Nevertheless, while wishing the haze and smoke
would clear, we did find the scenery breathtaking, especially on the “Going To The Sun Road”.”
Photo taken at Glacier National Park toward
the end of July.
See page 11 for more photos from Montana.
Photo and text by Betty Schlissel

Library Notes
Fall 2007
Volume 19, Issue 1
Editor
Alex de Laszlo
Steven Ovadia

Page 2

This newsletter is a published once each semester by LaGuardia Community
College’s Library Media Resources Center. Opinions expressed in the content do not necessarily
represent those of the Library Media Resources Center or LaGuardia Community College.
Comments may be sent by email to: alaszlo@lagcc.cuny.edu or sovadia@lagcc.cuny.edu

Library Notes

Faculty and Staff
Highlights
Jean Boggs presented “Consider the Source: Using Government Documents to “Unearth” and Critically Evaluate Information about the Environment” at Opening
Sessions on September 6, 2007. The presentation documents are available for viewing on the Faculty Publications page on the Library website.
Juan Hurtado received his BA in Spanish from Hunter
College in May 2007.
Clementine Lewis presented “Promoting Library Research: A Collaboration Across the Disciplines,” at the
Association of College and Research Libraries' (ACRL)
13th National Conference in Baltimore, Maryland on
March 31, 2007. Her presentation is available at
http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/libraryfaculty/libfacp
resentations.htm.
Clementine Lewis created a Web site for the Library’s
Research Review Competition while participating in LaGuardia’s 2006-07 Leadership Development Program.
The Web site is available at
http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/researchreview.
Steven Ovadia’s article “Digg.com and Socially-Driven
Authority” was published in the June, 2007 issue of Library Philosophy and Practice.
His commentary “What's The Ballyhoo About Blogs”
was published in the September 2007 issue of Serials Review.
Alexandra Rojas and Steven Ovadia presented an identity
theft workshop October 11, 2007, for the Committee on
Professional Development.
Alexandra Rojas and Remi Castonguay conducted an
October 16 brown bag workshop on the Common Reading Web site they helped to develop.
Scott White has contributed a book chapter titled
“Academia, Surveillance, and the FBI: A Short History”
to the following volume:
Deflem, Mathieu, editor. Surveillance and Governance: Crime
Control and Beyond. Sociology of Crime, Law, and Deviance, Volume 10. Amsterdam: Elsevier, forthcoming
(Spring 2008). ◙

News From the Units
Instruction
A record number of sections of the Library's LRC
courses are being offered this semester. Library faculty
are teaching one section of LRC 102 (Information Strategies, 3 credits), six sections of LRC 103 (Internet Research Strategies, 1 credit), and a first-ever, all-online section of LRC 103. With the exception of the online
LRC103, all the sections are being offered in learning
communities -- in pairs, First-Year Academies, or Liberal
Arts clusters. Library faculty are meeting the twin challenges of collaborating with faculty members in different
disciplines and adapting LRC to the academic needs of
diverse students and diverse subject areas.
Interesting conversations, formal and informal, are
taking place within the library about pedagogy, articulation of clustered courses, and effective assignments, and
some instructors are participating in the semester-long
seminar on Learning Communities offered by the Center
for Teaching and Learning.-Louise Fluk
Systems
The Library was very excited to have received 53
brand new computers from Information Technology
Division. Purchased with Student Technology Fee, these
computers were designated to upgrade the Library Classroom and Media Lab, as part of the Library’s strategic
technology plan.
After many years of heavy usage, the existing computers in the Library Classroom and Media Lab were
experiencing breakdowns. The warranty covering these
machines had expired and many computers were going
out of service. Compared with the current technology,
the speed of these computers was too slow. These problems greatly impacted the students in their research and
studies.
Library Systems technicians worked diligently to dispatch the new computers. They managed to avoid interrupting Library instruction sessions and the busy Media
Lab schedule to replace the computers quickly and transparently, maximizing instruction and open-lab hours.
Students benefited tremendously from this.
The Library Classroom, equipped with 31 workstations, a Smartboard, cable access, as well as multimedia
playback and surround sound capacity, was designed to
support the Bibliographic Instruction program, which the
Library successfully collaborates with other departments
to offer credit and non-credit courses. The program
trains students research techniques and strategies using a
rich collection of online subscription databases including
EBSCOHost and LexisNexis. It also teaches citation
styles and source analysis. The program becomes an integral part of student success at LaGuardia.
(Continued on page 10)
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CUNY Collaborative Research
Grant Brings iSkills Testing to
LaGuardia

Media Streaming Coming to the
Library
By Eric Moy, College Laboratory Technician

By Jane Devine, Library Chair
The LaGuardia Library is part of a CUNY Collaborative Research Grant that will bring iSkills testing to CUNY
campuses. The iSkills assessment tool was developed by the
Education Testing Service (ETS) to test Information and
Communication Technology Literacy. This assessment tool
was built on the premise that you can’t achieve information
literacy without necessary communication and technology
skills. The nationally recognized Association of College
and Research Libraries Information Literacy Standards contributed to the test design as well. The test poses the question “students can text message and download music files,
but can they problem solve and think critically in a digital
environment?” The test uses scenario based questions to
measure students’ ability to navigate, critically evaluate and
make sense of the wealth of information available through
digital technology
The CUNY Collaborative Research Grant will give
eleven CUNY campuses the opportunity to use the iSkills
assessment tool. This testing will provide results in two
ways. Each student who takes the test will be given a private, individualized report showing their strengths and
weaknesses as a guide for their own use. The College will
receive an Institutional Profile, which will compare overall
student results with a national norm. This Institutional Report can then be used to identify skill gaps and where students might need additional help. The test can be used once
to gain a snapshot of where students are or follow-up testing can be done at a later date to see if progress has been
made. A Committee composed of the Grant participants is
meeting to plan the exact scope of the testing now that the
financial support has been determined.
The LaGuardia Library already introduced iSkills testing
during the Summer ASAP Program. With the support of
the CUNY Office of Library Services the Library was able
to test students in the LRC 103 (Internet Research Strategies) course, which was part of the Summer ASAP Program.
This experience enabled the LaGuardia Library to test the
test, and gain information about student skills, which was
shared with the ASAP Program. It also enables the Library
to bring its experiences to the Grant Committee to assist in
planning. For those interested in the results of the testing,
the LaGuardia ASAP Program Institutional Report showed
that students in the program scored at or near the national
norms.
Please contact Jane Devine for any additional information about the iSkills Assessment test or the CUNY Collaborative Research Grant. ◙
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Using media streaming technology can have a tremendous effect on teaching and learning. The Library has
made a commitment to utilize media streaming technology. As Systems CLT, I have inherited the responsibility
to research and plan for this exciting and challenging media streaming project in the Library.
The HEO-CLT Professional Development Fund gave
me the opportunity to attend the Streaming Media East
conference which showcased the business of video and
the technology of streaming, download, IPTV and mobile
video delivery.
I attended the three-day conference at Hilton New
York in May 2007. In those three days, I attended numerous media streaming related workshops. Some of these
workshops included information on strategic planning,
video production and video encoding. I participated in
discussions to identify some of the technical challenges
related to the media streaming technology. I attended
many eye-opening exhibits and had the chance to explore
some of the most advanced technology used by the broadcasting industry to provide media services. I was able to
meet with vendors and obtained their contact information
for future use.
On campus, there is a large demand for digitizing
content. The Library’s Media Services department serves
the college community by providing media equipment to
classrooms to help faculty teaching and student learning.
A large percentage of the equipment consists of video
playback systems, whether VHS or DVD formats. The
delivery service has grown over the last five years, putting
pressure on staff budgets and equipment availability. Often instruction is hampered by the limited availability of
these systems.
With streaming capability, Media Services can deliver
its collection over the Internet to classrooms, whether
over the college’s network or from remote locations
through the World Wide Web. Media streaming technology will also help students and faculty by allowing them to
access videos at their convenience from any location. This
has importance for any distance learning initiatives the
college will undertake.
This three-day conference provided me with sufficient
information to identify some durable options. I was able
to develop a protocol that could work at the college. I was
(Continued on page 10)
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New Databases
Special Collections Come to Your Web Browser
By Catherine Stern, Electronic Resources Librarian

Black Thought and Culture and
Women and Social Movements
The Library now has access to databases from Alexander Street, a publisher carving out an interesting niche in
the market. Alexander Street refers to themselves as specializing in race, gender and place. Black Thought and
Culture is typical of their approach: lots of primary
sources not otherwise readily available. In this case, over
1,200 sources from over 1,000 different authors, “covering
the non-fiction published works of leading African Americans. Where possible, the complete published non-fiction
works are included, as well as interviews, journal articles,
speeches, essays, pamphlets, letters and other fugitive material.” The database allows searching in several different
ways, a feature which greatly enhances its usefulness. In
addition to authors, a user may search by personal or historical event and by a particular source as well. A search
on the Cold War retrieves 16 documents including some
pieces written anonymously for the Black Panther Newspaper in the 1970s.
Both databases contain both primary and secondary
sources. A notable feature is the 78 document projects
created by scholars with the intent of engaging students in
the discovery and analysis of historical documents related
to women in American history. There are letters, diaries,
images, speeches and more. This database really needs to
be explored to get a full sense of all that is there. The LaGuardia Library upgraded to the scholarly edition this
year.

E-Duke Scholarly Collection
This collection adds 29 titles in the humanities and
social sciences from the Duke University Press to our
collection of full-text scholarly journals. Like its conceptual sister collections, Project Muse and JSTOR, the user
has access to back files and articles are in pdf format.
Titles include Eighteenth-Century Life, Radical History Review,
GLQ: A Journal of Gay and Lesbian Life and Theater.

CIAO (Columbia International Affairs Online)
CIAO covers publications on international affairs
from 1991 to date. The types of materials include policy
briefs, conference proceedings, working papers, books
and articles. The collection of case studies included is
intended to provide a catalyst for class discussion. Written by various scholars, the topics include the Cuban
Missile Crisis, Iraq, Terrorism and the Camp David Accords. ◙

Want More Scholarly Collections?
Visit the Electronic Research for Faculty and Staff page:
www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/faculty/electronic.html
To access these collections, click the Online Research Journals link on the Library home page.
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Personal Historical Narratives
LaGuardia Library Responds
to Emerging Trends in the
Curriculum
An increased interest in the personal accounts of children
subjected to war, genocide and socio-political turmoil have
become a tool for understanding the narrative and historical process.
Here are a few of the titles available on this theme…
By Alex de Laszlo, Collection Development
Librarian

Peeling the Onion by Gunter
Grass
Browsing Collection
SHELVED BY AUTHOR Biography

The author of The Tin Drum has
applied his unique talents as a
prose stylist to a personal narrative of his childhood and adolescence under the Nazi regime. To
some extent, Grass characterizes
his family as typical of middle-class citizens of the Third
Reich. The Grass’s are described as petit burgoise residents of Danzig, a semi- autonomous and ethnically
German port city ceded to Poland after the First World
War. He describes his prewar childhood as aimless and
lacking a sense of purpose, in some respects reminiscent
of the present day neo-Nazis and Skinhead youth found
throughout Europe and the United States.
The author’s political convictions remain dissonant
throughout the book, well into the post war period,
when he finds his voice as an artist and writer. In this
respect, his lack of political awareness made him a perfect conduit for the Nazi agenda. He has been criticized
heavily in Germany and the United States for his 60-year
silence regarding his end of war participation in a Waffen
SS division. This silence is telling- his involvement is not,
as a draftee, by his account, Grass spent the last months
of the war avoiding combat and death by either allied
forces or by German military police, who were prepared
to shoot on sight, hapless old men and and boys identified as shirking responsibility for defense of the Reich.
In addition to being a preeminent post-war man of
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letters, Grass has cultivated a political identity as a
progressive Social Democrat, denouncing the ideologues of the unreconstructed right. He has taken
numerous opportunities to criticize the many former
Nazi’s politicians and bureaucrats, whom he characterized as careerists repositioning to the political center as a way maintaining a political and administrative
role in postwar Germany.
In 1985, Reagan and Kohl were criticized by
Grass for honoring war dead at the Bitberg cemetery
because among the fallen were many identified S.S.
soldiers. The author failed to identify his own living
link to this past. Just as he did during the Bitberg
controversy, Grass betrays a sanctimoniousness in
Peeling the Onion that leaves the reader wanting.
Through omission, he exempts himself from a moral
deficit he has so readily identified in others. His egocentric perspective prevents him from generating a
much needed catharsis from his personal experience.
The end result fails to address questions of personal
or collective responsibility.
Peeling the Onion shifts from a muddled unhappy
childhood, to a war experience which is vividly represented as disjointed and devoid of meaning, to his
austere postwar existence transformed once he had
published The Tin Drum. Unfortunately, Grass remains inert to history, the power of his words better
served by fiction than a confessional personal memoir.
Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs
Tonight; an African Childhood by Alexandra Fuller
DT 2990 .F85 2001

This debut effort by Alexandra
Fuller is proving to be a neglected classic among childhood
memoirs set against a background of violence and political
strife. Fuller describes, in a crisp and unflinching
style, the experience of her family, white farmers living in Rhodesia in the 60s and 70s. During this period, a brutal civil war between white colonialists and
the native African majority raged. Black majority rule
prevailed, giving birth the independent sovereign
state of Zimbabwe.
The price to Fuller’s family would be heavy;
three of her siblings would be killed and her family
would find their way of life rendered untenable with
(Continued on page 7)
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an end to the White minority rule which sanctioned it.
Eventually, the Fuller’s would end up colonial fugitives,
moving from Zambia to Malawi, seeking resettlement in
states that were unwilling to afford them the privileged position they once held in Rhodesia.
Fuller does a brilliant job of rendering the machinations
of a family under siege. The Author’s descriptions convey
terror, comedy and pathos by turns, all without blinking.
The author is effective in describing internal and external trial and discord; her mother’s alcoholism dominates life
on the farm as her father teaches the children how to fire
automatic weapons so they can fight off attacks by militia
soldiers. Family disfunctionality parallels colonial disfunctionality as the Fuller’s are compromised from without and
within.
Don’t Lets Go To the Dogs has the potential to become an
unsympathetic tale of woe from the product of an exploitive
but disenfranchised ruling elite. Alexandra Fuller handily
dispels this in her honest and unsentimental assessment of
her family and the political reality surrounding them. Invaluable is her clear delineation of the colonialist settler mentality
at the very twilight of the African colonialist era. There is
much to offer both students of history and good prose.
Red Scarf Girl; A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji-Li Jiang
DS778.7 .J53 2004

Ji-Li Jiang, the Shanghai-born author,
provides us with a clear and straightforward account of life during the Chinese
Cultural Revolution of the mid sixties.
The author immigrated to the United
States in 1984 and currently resides in
the San Francisco area. Time and distance have served the
author well in this account of life for the family of a twelveyear-old girl who’s future is drastically altered as the Cultural
Revolution takes hold.
The Jiang family made their living as actors working in
Shanghai and reflected what might be construed as members
of the “cultural elite.” Her social standing placed Jiang and
her family on a collision course with the dogma of the cultural revolution, who’s “four olds,” (old ideas, old culture,
old customs, old habits) would become the cornerstone for
the new revolutionary ideology.
As the Cultural Revolution gained momentum, respected teachers are denounced, family friends are physically
abused and most traumatic, Ji-Li is expected to choose between family and party loyalty. In order to demonstrate appropriate revolutionary commitment, she is expected to
make a total break with her past, including her family ties.
Jiang’s prose style is simple and straightforward with
being simple minded, making it an excellent choice for adult
ESL classes. The appeal goes well beyond this as Red Scarf
(Continued on page 10)
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Stopping by the Stone House on a
Sunday Afternoon
By Alexandra Rojas, Reference Librarian
Robert Frost lived in a
Stone House in South Shaftsbury Vermont, with his family from 1920 to 1929. At the
Stone House in 1923 on a
hot June day he composed
“Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening.” The Stone
House is now a storybook
The author and historian
museum attraction. On Sun- Bill Morgan.
day, August 26, 2007, I attended the Friends of Robert Frost series “Sunday Afternoons with Robert Frost.” Bill Morgan, a fellow librarian
on a picturesque Sunday afternoon delivered a talk titled
“Two Great 20th Century Poets: Frost and Ginsberg, a
Contrast in Style.”
While attending library school at the University of
Pittsburgh, Morgan’s thesis project was a bibliography of
the works of Lawrence Ferlinghetti, co-founder of City
Lights Books in San Francisco. City Lights Books became
the home for the early Beat writers. Through his connections at City Lights Books, Morgan met Allen Ginsberg and
worked for him for twenty years. He became his personal
librarian, archivist and biographer. Morgan’s most current
book is I Celebrate Myself: the Somewhat Private Life of Allen
Ginsberg.
From the Little Red Barn on the property his talk concentrated on the similarities and differences of both poets.
One would think there would be no similarities between the
two, but there were many; both men were larger than life,
owned farms, and worked late into the night, embracing
poetry as a way of life. Bill Morgan at one point read two
pieces of poetry asking the audience to guess the author.
Here was a Robert Frost audience identifying Ginsberg’s
works as Frost. Both works read were Ginsberg’s; two great
American poets, poets from a different time with a different
approach to the art of poetry. ◙

Other personal narratives about the Cultural
Revolution at LaGuardia
Brothers by Da Chen
Little Green by Chun Yu
Gang of One by Fan Shen
China’s Son by Da Chen
Red Sorrow by Nanchu

Red Azalea by Anchee Min
Ten Years of Madness by Jacai
Feng
Find them in the CUNY+
catalog!
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New Reference Resources
In Print
By Alex de Laszlo, Collection Development
Librarian
Essentials Of The Legal Environment (with Online Legal Research Guide) by Roger LeRoy
Miller
REF KF390 .B84 M5573 2008

Essentials Of The Legal Environment is
a succinct book geared to support
introductory courses in business law. This is a useful
tool for navigating legal jargon as well as a primer for
CPA exam preparation. The online research guide provides information about how to find almost anything
related to law on the internet.
Handbook Of Geriatric Care Management (2nd edition) by Cathy Jo Cress
REF RC952.55 .C74 2007

A comprehensive guide to best practices geared for
GCM (Geriatric Care Management) students. This is
also an essential reference for Nursing and Allied
Health students interested in specializing in geriatric
care.
Encyclopedia Of Career Development / editors, Jeffrey Greenhaus
and Gerard Callanan
REF HF5381 .E5165 2006

This 2 volume reference is designed to compliment the standard
Occupational Outlook style of directories
common to all public and academic libraries. Instead of
brief paragraph-length entries on job prospects, career
related themes and trends are examined in- depth and
covered by leading authorities in their respective fields.
Most useful for any type of academic research in career
development.

Encyclopedia Of Judaism ed. Sara A. Karesh
REF BM50 .K37 2006

This single volume book, part of the Facts on File Encyclopedia of World Religion Series, does an impressive job of compressing 3,000 years of Jewish history into 800 entries. Many
of the entries are basic to the subject, while others are quite
arcane, making for interesting reading to those with a high
level of cultural familiarity (e.g., JUBU, the term for Jews who
adopt some Buddhist practices). Also impressive is the handling of differences in Jewish observances among various
sects and groups, as well as an unbiased treatment of Arabs,
Palestinians and the Intifada.
Immigration In U.S. History / editors,
Carl. L. Blankston and Danielle Antoinette
Hidalgo
REF JV6450 .I565 2006

Salem Press has put together a succinct,
easy to use reference book on a topic,
which is, in concept, very broad in scope.
This should be an accessible ready reference point of entry on
the subject for LaGuardia students, however, the set may
disappoint for certain key topics. Ellis Island is treated only in
the context of other subject headings and Mexican-Americans
are given short shrift. A worthy first stop but students may
need to look elsewhere for a more comprehensive treatment.
Encyclopedia of American Race Riots / editors, Walter Rucker and James Nathaniel Upton
REF E184 .A1 E573 2007

This two volume Encyclopedia of American
Race Riots is part of the Greenwood Milestones
in African History series. Emphasis is placed on Black and
White racial confrontations of the 20th Century, although
other ethnic groups and historical periods are represented.
Volume I includes an excellent introduction and overview of
the subject. Major entries are covered in considerable depth
with many contributions by known authorities. In addition to
many black and white illustrations and primary source documents, several useful timelines are also incorporated into the
text.
(Continued on page 11)
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ASAP and the LRC Class

2007 Honors Night Awards

By Marie C. Spina, Institutional Archivist

By Clementine Lewis, Extended Day/ILL Librarian

Late in August, as many students and faculty were
enjoying a few last days of leisure, some of the Library
faculty and others in the Accelerated Study in Associate
Programs (ASAP) teams were ending an intense summer and enjoying a day of presentations of ePortfolios
by students who had joined and completed the ASAP
program. ASAP is a new CUNY wide program open to
students who will complete the degree in three years,
maintain a good GPA, and who are enrolled in approved majors. It required attendance at the summer
2007 institute.
Months of planning by the college ASAP teams
had insured that all eligible members of LaGuardia’s
student cohort could enroll in the one credit Library
course, Internet Research Strategies, LRC 103. This
course was the only credit course that was taken in a
summer filled with ePortfolio, Common Reading events
and other pedagogical enhancements for students who
would continue their course of study in a block.
The summer presented an opportunity to guide a
large cohort of incoming freshman into the path of familiarity with good research methods and in navigating
the maze of information gateways they confront in academic life. All seven sections of the LRC 103, Internet
Research Strategies used Blackboard.
LRC103 classes were taught by Jean Boggs, Alex de
Laszlo, Elizabeth Namei, and myself. All hands were
“on deck” at meetings which set up a wiki to exchange
syllabus idea, assignments, exams, class activities, Blackboard design and structured assignments. Therefore, we
were able to introduce more sophisticated use of search
engines and some Library databases.
With Instruction leaders Prof. Louise Fluk and
Charles Keyes, we met with other experienced Library
instructors to hammer out a consistent program that
would enhance student learning and inculcate research
confidence and ability, create awareness of resource
availability and the depth and quagmires of the free Web
and the hidden web as is revealed in our online databases. The students took a standardized Information
Literacy test (for more information on the test, see
iSkills article on page 4) and some of us believe the success of the program was shown in the number of our
students who have returned to study and have told us
how much easier the new course work is after their
summer course. As one student said to me “it was almost as good as chilling at the beach.” ◙

On September 18, 2007, seventeen students received recognition for outstanding academic achievement in research,
coursework for library classes and service to the Library.
Five of the students received the Library Research Review
Award for the Research Review Competition. In addition to
this award, the students received a U. S. Savings Bond donated
by Faculty Council and the following prizes: First Place Winner received an iPod Nano, and Second and Third Place Winners received an iPod Shuffle (see chart below).
LRC Incentive Award
Eleven students received the LRC Incentive Award for the
Library’s three-credit course, LRC 102: Information Strategies,
and one-credit course, LRC 103: Internet Research Strategies.
This award is given to students who excel academically in these
courses and serve as a role model for other students in the
class.
Additional information about these courses can be found
on the Library’s website at www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/lrc/lrc.htm.
Bookstore Humanitarian Award
Maria Ventura was the recipient of the LaGuardia Community College Bookstore Humanitarian Award for outstanding
service to the Library. This monetary award is donated by the
Barnes & Noble Bookstore. ◙

Library Honors Night Winners
First Place
Second Place

Third Place

Carolyn T. Guiterrez; ENG 102 – Dr.
Lenore Beaky
Sawrab Karim; ENG 103 – Prof.
David Styler
Judy M. Porter;ENG 265 – Dr. James
Wilson
Chang K. Kim; LIB 200 – Dr. Karen
Miller
Rukhmini Nauth; ENG 103 – Prof.
David Styler

Incentive Award
Ahmadou Barry, Anna Lepionka, Randi Finkelstein,
Damaris Murphy, Andrew Goldsmith , Andy R. Parag,
Andresa Greifembers, Jason A. Prince, Chang-Hyon
Hwang , Fujiyoshi Takashi, Natalia Kolganova
Library Notes Fall 2007
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(Continued from page 3)

(Continued from page 7)

The Media Lab, consisting of more than 10 television
and audio stations, a preview room and 27 computer
workstations, on the other hand, is a more relaxing place
for the students. Students come to the lab to watch movies for leisure viewing or videos for their class assignments. Some also come to the lab to use the computers
for their research papers, type up their papers or work on
their e-Portfolio projects. With a high quality laser
printer, the staffed Media Lab is one of the most utilized
labs on campus and it is open seven days a week.
The Library is always at the forefront of technology.
Due to the Library’s central location and its commitment
to keeping the technology current, the Library is a popular
attraction to students. Students enjoy coming to the Library. Regardless what they do, the students will benefit
more from using the new and more reliable computers.
-Eric Moy ◙

Girl is a worthy account of interest to a general readership.

(Continued from page 1)

should be noted that Remi provided much needed translation throughout the day’s proceedings.
Prof. Jason Smith of the English Department offered a
primer on the concept of Learning Communities at LaGuardia. Charles Keyes, International Studies Coordinator,
discussed the BILD program (Building Information Literacy in the Disciplines), a professional development seminar
offered by the College’s Center for Teaching and Learning.
Steven Ovadia and Scott White described the first-ever
online section of LRC 103 “Internet Research Strategies.”
Formal proceedings wound down about 1:00 PM and
the contingent, along with a group of LaGuardia Library
faculty, adjourned to the nearby Japanese restaurant, Ariyoshi, for lunch. ◙

First They Killed My Father; A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers by Loung Ung
DS 554.8 .U54 2001

Loung Ung offers a personal account of her life as child living under the Khmer Rouge regime and
genocide of the late 70’s. This cataclysmic event left 1 in 4 Cambodians dead by the time the North
Vietnamese put an end to Pol Pot’s
murderous regime in 1979, a figure
which invites comparison with the
Nazi holocaust 40 years earlier.
The magnitude of this human tragedy enveloping the
Ung family may be on a par with that experienced by Anne
Frank but parallels don’t end there. Ung uses to great effect, a first-person narrative to describe her experience.
While Frank’s first person was an authentic product of her
attempt to chronicle events as she experienced them, the
author effectively uses the first person as a literary device,
as a way of adding an appropriate immediacy to the brutality and horror she was experiencing.
Ung was only 5 years old when the Kamer Rouge arrived in Pnom Phen but she deftly utilizes recollections of
older surviving family members to illucidate the broader
political and social events as they unfolded. Much of the
detail is too horrific to relate here, suffice it to say that
Ung’s story, by her own description, is that of a typical
Cambodian living through a genocidal nightmare.
Leung Ung was the National spokesperson for the
Campaign for a Landmine Free World, a program of the
Vietnam Veterans Association. Since 2004, she has returned to live much of her time in Cambodia, working for
humanitarian interests in her country of origin. ◙
(Continued from page 4)

able to digitize video files, mount them on a server and
provide access to them over the Internet. This has the
potential to allow students to access media files needed
for class over the Web at any time. ◙

Need a book from a
CUNY Library?
President Mellow hears more about the delegation of French
librarians visiting LaGuardia.
Photo by Terry Parker
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Use CLICS to get it for you:! Details
are here:
www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/clics/
Library Notes
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Early Childhood Education / editors, Rebecca S. New
and Monreiff Cochran

Montana’s Glacier National Park
A Photo Essay by Betty Schlissel

REF LB1139.23 .E272 2007

The first three volumes of this set provide an up to date
encyclopedic treatment of early childhood education and
development. Individual authorities, theory, and schools of
thought are also included, as well as broad topics such Biculturalism And Child Abuse. Key terms are included and make
for a useful glossary. The last volume makes this set unique
in that provides extensive survey of E.C.E. by country, providing a multicultural perspective.
Music Of The Peoples Of The
World by William Alves
REF ML3545 .A48 2006

A colorful and informative survey of
ethnomusicalogical perspective. Alves
has provided useful basic information
on indigenous music from many parts
of the world and included excellent
photographs and illustrations. The author has also included
Active Listening Tools, a free download from a text specific
website, allowing you to view instruments and cultural setting as you listen to music segments.
Art For The Millions; Essays from the 1930’s by Artists
and administrators of the WPA Federal Artists Project /
edited with introduction by Francis V. O’Conner
REF N8838 .O25

This unusual book provides a collection of primary
sources on the WPA Federal
Artists Projects in an anthology of essays by participating
artists and administrators.
Although the text was compiled in the 1930’s, the book
was not published until 30 years later, providing a valuable
resource for researchers of the New Deal and Depression
era. Chapters cover the history and development of mural
painting, poster art, and the Arts & Crafts movement. Essays
on the status of the Negro artist and Minnesota Artist Union
provide a window into the many faceted world of the New
Deal WPA artists. As expected, great black and white photographs are included. This rich compendium also provides
appendices of who’s who of contributing authors and artists,
a list of Community Art Centers and statistics on physical
accomplishments and expenditures of the WPA by FAP
from 1935-1943. ◙
Library Notes Fall 2007
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New Website for the Research
Review Competition
By Clementine Lewis, Extended Day/ILL Librarian
There’s a new website for the Library’s Research Review Competition located at
www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/researchreview. This website
includes a wealth of information about the competition
such as the history, competition winners, promotional
flyers, links to research papers located in the Library’s
Electronic Reserve System (Docutek) and more!
Students and classroom instructors are encouraged to
visit the website and use the online research guides for
MLA and APA assistance and use the online Citation
Makers to create “Works Cited” and “References” for
research papers. In addition to these guides, there are links
to other sites that provide formatting and style guides for
research papers, online writer’s tools and references
(including grammar and punctuation guides), and sample
MLA and APA research papers.
The current flyer may be reviewed at
http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/competition. The
deadline for the 2007-08 Research Review Competition is
July 10, 2008.
For additional information about the competition,
please contact one of the members of the Research Review Panel listed below:
Terence Julien, Jacqueline Ross Clementine Lewis,
Marie Spina, Sally Mettler, Zhang Yu. ◙

Research Consultations at
LaGuardia
By Elizabeth Namei, Reference Consultant
The library began offering students 30-minute research
consultations in Fall 2004. Since then the service has seen
steady growth. In the 2006-2007 academic year Librarians
provided 135 research consultations to LaGuardia students.
The busiest months are November and May—around the
time when research papers and assignments are due.
The research consultation service was initiated because
many students need more assistance and instruction than
can be provided at the Library’s busy reference desk. A
typical research consultation involves sitting down with a
student and discussing his/her topic and needs in detail.
The Librarian will review the student’s assignment and then
determine which resources are most suitable. The Librarian
and student will work together exploring the various resources with the ultimate goal being that the student will be
able to independently continue with his/her research.
In many cases faculty have referred their students to
this service because the student lacks basic research skills or
because faculty do not have class time to devote to the mechanics of the research process. In other cases students are
referred by Librarians at the reference desk, either because
the large amount of traffic there is not conducive to providing the assistance required or because a particular student
would benefit from more in-depth and personalized instruction. The types of research needs vary widely from finding
literary criticism, to locating primary sources, to navigating
and searching the Library’s databases and online catalog to
using MLA or APA citation styles in their papers.
Students can make a half-hour, one-on-one appointment with LaGuardia’s Reference Consultation Librarian
by going to the Reference Desk or they can email
Elizabeth Namei at enamei@lagcc.cuny.edu to request a
meeting time. ◙

Do your students struggle with research?
Tell them about LRC102 and LRC103, the Library’s transferable Liberal Arts electives!

For more information on how these classes can help your
students succeed, contact:
Prof. Louise Fluk, Coordinator of Instruction
718-482-5476 or fluk@lagcc.cuny.edu or visit
http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/library/lrc/lrc.htm
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