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By Louise Fluk 
 
I was hired as a substitute Instructor in the Library in October 1992 – even though I 
was sure I had lost all chance to get the position because I had to cancel my initial 
interview when my car died on the way to LaGuardia! I learned that all librarians at LG 
were required to teach (I had never taught), that service outside the Library and 
outside the College was mandatory (I had no clue what that would involve), and that 
librarians had to meet the scholarship and professional standards of all CUNY faculty 
(me? faculty?). But I also learned that LaGuardia Library faculty and staff were 
extraordinarily supportive and collegial, always with the goal of helping each other 
achieve our common end-goal of promoting student professional and personal 
success. 
 
I held a number of positions in the Library: Coordinator of Access Services, 
Coordinator of Instruction, Collection Development Librarian. I learned a lot: the details 
of ever-changing technology, assessment of instruction, grant writing, bibliography, 
citation, copyediting, web evaluation, acquisitions, urban studies, and more. I taught 
bibliographic instruction classes and LRC courses, served on Curriculum Committee 
and Middle States working groups, copyedited several issues of In Transit and Library 
Notes, co-led the Jewish Club, 
participated in the French 
Reading Group, was awarded 
two sabbaticals, in which I 
developed LRC course 
materials and studied the use 
of research logs to teach 
information literacy. The 
variety of my activities and 
whatever I may have 
accomplished is to the credit of 
the values of the LaGuardia 
Library, its administration, 
faculty, and staff. ■ 
 

Left to right: Firoja Akhter, Jamie Vitale, Francene Egger-Sider, Maria M. Olichwer, Kaywan Chan, and 
Louise, 2017 



Page 2 Library Notes 

 Table of Contents 
Remember Jake? by Jake Gibson 5 

Meet Amy Wolfe by Amy Wolfe 5 

Forty-fourth Annual Research Review Com-

petition by Clementine Lewis 

6 

The Archives Move to JSTOR  

by Thomas Cleary 

9 

A New Employee’s Library Experience  

by Nairobi Walker 

10 

Library Notes  
Spring 2026 
Volume 37 Issue 1 
 
Editors 
Thomas Cleary 
Derek Stadler 
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   Faculty and Staff Highlights 
• Professor Ian McDermott received promotion to Full Professor, effective September 2026. 

• Sadana Raghunath was promoted to the new position of Extended Day and Inter-Library Loan 
Coordinator (aHEO), effective May 4, 2026  

• Shaneire Dames, Media Services’ Federal Work Study student, graduated in June and received an 
Associate of Arts degree in English. Zavier Brown, Circulation Services, also received an Associate 
of Arts degree in Film and Television. 

• 2026 LaGuardia Service Awards 

 Kaywan Chan, 30 years  

 Ian McDermott, 10 years  

 Arlene Rivera, 20 years  

 Derek Stadler, 10 years  
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As the Library undergoes a renovation of the 
first floor  

beginning this summer, here is a look back 
at the 2017 ribbon-cutting ceremony at   

completion of the second floor  
renovation. 
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Liz Jardine Retires 

By Liz Jardine 

After 12+ years of keeping LaGuardia knowledge organized, I will be retiring. I joined 
LaGuardia in fall 2013 as an adjunct Metadata Librarian who built the now-retired Ask 
LaGuardia knowledge base, the 24/7 online source for answers to commonly asked 
student questions. I shepherded it through its 11-year run of over 675,000 questions 
and hauled in many wonderful colleagues across campus to help. 

I have taught over 270 library instruction sessions which I recall as consisting almost 
entirely of ENG101 and HSF90 students, though my memory may be fuzzy on that 
point.  

In 2016, I ventured with CUNY library colleagues to Cuba for a professional and edu-
cational tour of libraries and archives. Closer to home, many of you may have crossed 
paths with me through her contributions to scholarly publishing support, CUNY Aca-
demic Works, and MoneyBoss, the Library’s collaborative financial literacy workshop 
series now in its ninth year. 

And then there are my LibGuides. From African American Experience in the World 
Wars to LaGuardia Humanitarian Initiative to Scholarly Communications Guide, I took 
better care of them than of my office plants. ■ 

 

Left to right; Eric Moy, Derek Stadler, Liz, Anne O’ Reilly, and Ann Matsuuchi, 2017 
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By Derek Stadler, Web Services Librarian, Head of Media Services   
 
Valerie Mazzella-Lazides from Institutional Archives retired on September 12, 2025 
after working at LaGuardia for 33 years. After 14 years with the Library, Ronnie Wilson 
from Circulation Services retired on December 26, 2025. In retirement, Ronnie plans to 
explore his lifelong love for music, as a singer, pianist, and audience member. We wish 
them both well! ■ 
 
 

Two Additional Staff Members Retire 

Valerie (at left) with Liz Jardine and Thomas Cleary (left to right:), 2017 

Left to right: Eileen Goldberg, Riya Mitha, Skylar Jones, Catherine 
Schwarha, Ronnie, Ewa Radziszewicz, Nwe Oo, Phillip Torres, Chantale 

Leon, Tobias  Echebiri, and Chris McHale, 2017 
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By Jake Gibson, Adjunct Reference and Instruction Librarian   

I was an Adjunct Reference and Instruction Librarian at 
LaGuardia in 2026. My research interests include digital hu-
manities, information and data literacy instruction, and data 
curation.  

I am also the project manager of Virulent Hate, a digital hu-
manities team documenting anti-Asian racism and Asian 
American activism during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Through this work, I support faculty and undergraduate re-
search, manages research data, builds project websites, 
and visualizes information. 

 
My work is grounded in an ethics of care and a belief in the value of collaboration. I 
also have a background in the performing arts and is passionate about all things ex-
perimental. I received my MS in Library and Information Science from Pratt Institute 
and a BA in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) from the University of Michi-
gan. ■ 

Remember Jake? 

Jake Gibson 

By Amy Wolfe, Adjunct Reference and Instruction Librarian 

I joined the LaGuardia Community College Library in March 
as an Adjunct Reference and Instruction Librarian. I bring ex-
tensive experience from across CUNY, where I have worked 
in a variety of academic librarian roles. 

For the past eight years, I served as an Adjunct Accessibility 
Librarian at the Office of Library Services, a role I continue to 
maintain, and previously worked as an Open Educational Re-
sources (OER) developer at Brooklyn College. In my accessi-
bility work, I have built cross-campus partnerships, developed 
training for librarians and staff, and contributed to CUNY-wide 
initiatives. I am committed to integrating accessibility into all 
aspects of librarianship and bring this perspective to my work 
at LaGuardia. 

I developed the Accessibility Toolkit for OER and am passionate about helping educa-
tors create inclusive, accessible learning materials. 

I hold a Master’s degree in Liberal Studies (Digital Humanities) from the CUNY Gradu-
ate Center, a Master’s degree in Library Studies, and a BA in History, Women’s Stud-
ies, and African American Literature from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

In my spare time, I like watching and attending sporting events, dancing, and enjoying 
all New York City has to offer. ■ 

Meet Amy Wolfe 

Amy Wolfe 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvirulenthate.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdstadler%40lagcc.cuny.edu%7Cad78d5e0e3cf475e9df208de9a3d68b6%7C6f60f0b35f064e099715989dba8cc7d8%7C0%7C0%7C639117785725375294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0e
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By Clementine Lewis, Extended Day/Interlibrary Loan Librarian  
 
Promoting library research skills remains one of the primary goals of the Library. By 
providing students with access to essential research materials and assisting them in 
the research process, the Library helps students to develop critical information literacy 
skills, locate high-quality and credible sources, and improve their academic perfor-
mance at the college. 
 
During the 2024-25 academic year, the Library sponsored the Forty-Fourth Annual Li-
brary Research Review Competition. Thirty-seven well-structured and documented re-
search papers were entered into the Competition by LaGuardia students. These pa-
pers are great examples of students using library and classroom research skills to ef-
fectively locate, evaluate, synthesize, and cite various sources in their research pa-
pers. Papers submitted reflect various academic disciplines at LaGuardia and covered  
topics on life and earth sciences, artificial intelligence, social justice, cultural bias, and 
educational issues. 
 

The six winners of the Forty-Fourth Annual Competition are top-tier student research-
ers, Campus Fellows, and Honor Society members. They are also very creative and 
highly motivated to succeed in their chosen fields of study. The following section briefly 
summarizes their achievements. 
 
 

 

Forty-Fourth Annual Library Research Review Competition    

(Continued on page 7) 

Left to right: Clementine Lewis (Chair, Research Review Panel), Aye Chan Moe and Moe Pa Pa Zaw (Third Place Winners), 
Scott Atlixqueno (First Place Winner holding Prize, Amazon Fire Max 11” Tablet), Nilo Bermeo (Classroom Instructor for First 

Place and Second Place Winner), and Jillana Mariele Mendoza (Second Place Winner)  
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Meet the Student Winners: 
 
Scott Atlixqueno (1st Place) is majoring in Mechanical Engineering and expects to 
graduate in the Spring of 2026. In Fall 2026, he will continue his studies in the Bache-
lor of Mechanical Engineering (B.E.) program at The City College of New York (CCNY).  
While attending LaGuardia, Atlixqueno has been very engaged in hands-on design, 
mentorship programs, technical workshops, and special projects to prepare for the en-
gineering program. During the spring semester of 2025, he completed an internship at 
an audio repair shop that focused on DJ mixers, synthesizers, and record players.  
Scott credits LaGuardia Community College for the opportunity to obtain an internship 
with this company.   
 
As an intern and student taking the ENG 259 Technical Writing Course, he wrote the 
research paper, “Report on Land Subsidence in Mexico City,” which focused on a glob-
al problem that affects people in his hometown. He proudly states that he is Mexican 
and wanted to bring awareness to an issue that hits close to home in Mexico City.  He 
also states, “Writing this report taught me a lot about the social imbalance of the city, 
and how it affects the infrastructure/services provided to residents.” Also, according to 
Atlixqueno, “Writing and researching this topic felt more like a passion project rather 
than an assignment. Having relatives and friends that have experienced some of these 
issues aided my understanding of the overall scope of land subsidence in Mexico City.” 
 

Jillana Mariele Mendoza (2nd Place) is majoring in Environmental Science and ex-
pects to graduate in 2026. In the Fall Semester of 2026, she plans to continue her 
studies at Queens College and earn a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Environ-
mental Science. As a student, Mariele Mendoza has been involved in various STEM- 
related research programs which have allowed her to develop technical skills, lab tech-
niques, and analytical abilities. In the summer of 2025, she was an active participant in 
the Q-STEM Academy Program, which is a partnership between LaGuardia Communi-
ty College and Queens College. As a research scholar, she was involved in investigat-
ing air pollution (PM2.5) levels at four subway stations in the New York City area. In the 
fall of 2025, she participated in the SOAR Experiential Learning Program, which al-
lowed students in all majors to explore and gain employable skills through various ex-
periential learning opportunities throughout the New York City area.  Outside the class-
room, Mariele Mendoza is also engaged in creative and artistic hobbies such as cro-
cheting for relaxation and as a form of self-expression. This hobby helps her to focus 
and develop problem-solving skills, which are also essential for rigorous STEM re-
search activities. 
 
Mustapha Kenna (2nd Place) is majoring in Programming and Software Development. 
He expects to graduate in Spring 2026 and transfer to one of the CUNY four-year col-
leges to continue his studies in Computer Science. Kenna has also been an active and 
engaged member of the LaGuardia community. He has collaborated with peers on re-
search and web development projects that promote student engagement and  mentor-
ship. One of his research projects includes LaGuardia’s Center for Career and Profes-
sional Development’s Shark Tank Competition, which he proudly won on April 17, 
2024 with his partner, Md Nayeem Hossain. According to Kenna, “Winning Second 
Place in the Research Review Competition has been a meaningful milestone in my ac-
ademic journey. It motivates me to keep learning, exploring, and using technology to 

Forty-fourth Annual Library Research Review Competition (Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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make a positive impact on people’s lives.” Kenna also expressed his gratitude to mem-
bers of the LaGuardia community, saying, “Thank you to LaGuardia Library, the Re-
search Review Panel, and my professor, Matthew Sarkowicz, for this opportunity. Your 
recognition motivates me to keep pushing boundaries and striving for excellence.” 
 
Aye Chan Moe (3rd Place) is majoring in Accounting and expects to graduate in Feb-
ruary of 2027.  After graduating, she plans to transfer to an Ivy League university to 
continue her studies in accounting or finance. She is currently on the Dean’s List and 
very active at LaGuardia in the following academic areas:  a) a member of the Honors 
Student Advisory Committee (HSAC), b) Vice President of the Myanmar Students 
Club, and c) an Ambassador in The President’s Society.  All of these leadership roles 
include communicating one-on-one with members of the college community and other 
CUNY-wide students to discuss academic and personal challenges. It also involves 
providing guidance to support campus resources, and helping to create a safe and 
welcoming environment for all students to seek advice and assistance as needed.  Be-
yond academics, she loves exploring creative writing, ballet, and programming, which 
allow her to express creativity and curiosity in different ways.  Also, according to Chan 
Moe, “Participating in this year’s Research Review Competition has been an inspiring 
experience, and I hope to take part again next year to see how much I’ve grown and 
improved.” 
 
Joey Milano (3rd Place) expects to graduate in the spring of 2026 with the degree of 
Associate of Arts (AA) in Liberal Arts: Social Sciences & Humanities, with a concentra-
tion in History.  According to Milano, “I decided to come back to school to pursue a de-
gree a bit later in life than most, but I have found that there are many individuals like 
myself in the LaGuardia community.” He stated, “I'm so grateful that a college like this 
exists that allows us the accessibility to reach our goals.” For the past decade, Milano 
has been a musician and worked as an audio engineer in this field. However, returning 
to college has allowed him the opportunity to explore many different academic fields 
with a new perspective. He says, “I have found so much fervor in studying history and 
the social sciences. My professors here have reignited my passion for research and 
writing, especially my Composition I instructor, Prof. Bianca Rey.”  Milano credits the 
support that he received from Prof. Rey for helping him achieve two awards: a) 3

rd
 

Place in the Research Review Competition, and b) Outstanding Achievement in Expos-
itory Writing from the English Department. After graduation, Milano plans to attend a 
four-year college followed by graduate school, with the goal of becoming a historical 
musicologist and eventually a college professor. 
 
Moe Pa Pa Zaw (3rd Place) is in the Liberal Arts: Mathematics and Science (AS) pro-
gram and expects to graduate in Fall 2026. In addition to attending LaGuardia, she is 
pursuing an online Diploma in Early Years Care and Education through the Asian Col-
lege of Teachers (ACT). After graduation, she plans to transfer to a four-year college to 
earn a Bachelor’s degree in Statistics and Quantitative Modeling. At LaGuardia, Zaw is 
involved in conducting research and volunteering in various environmental initiatives. 
Her winning research paper, “Evaluating Garlic’s Antibacterial Effect on Ampicillin-
Resistant Fecal Coliforms,” documents the research that she conducted with the New-
town Creek Alliance in 2025. She serves as an Orientation Peer Leader for first-year 
students and as a SAC Representative Officer for the International Students Club. She 
has also engaged in other educational extracurricular activities such as the following:  
a) teaching English to children in Burma, b) engaging in a cultural exchange initiative 

Forty-fourth Annual Library Research Review Competition (Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 



Library Notes Spring 2026 Page 9 

between Japan and the Asia-Pacific region, JENESYS (Japan-East Asia Network of 
Exchange for Students and Youths), and c) attending public health workshops at Weill 
Cornell Medicine. According to Zaw, all of her educational and cultural activities reflect 
an “individual using the power of science and education to create a positive impact on 
the world.” 
 
Acknowledgements 
Thanks to Faculty Council for providing the Competition prizes! The winners received 
a Fire HD tablet, a $75 and a $50 Faculty Council Gift Check for first, second, and third 
place, respectively.   
 

Special thanks to President Kenneth Adams for providing recognition to all of the stu-
dents via the Certificate of Participation. Also, thanks to the Marketing and Communi-
cations team for helping to publicize the Competition to the college community. 
 
To the classroom instructors who encourage open discussions and independent re-
search, thanks very much for your dedication and commitment to guiding students 
through the research process. 
 
Thanks also to my colleagues who serve with me on the Research Review Panel: Dr. 
Sandra Dickinson, Dr. Tomoaki Imamichi, Prof. Derek Stadler, and Dr. Yu Zhang. 
 
Listed below are the winners and instructors for this year’s Competition: 
• First Place: Scott Atlixqueno (ENG 259 – Prof. Nilo Bermeo) 
• Second Place: Mustapha Kenna (ENG 101 – Prof. Matthew Sarkowicz) & Jillana 

Mariele Mendoza (ENG 259 – Prof. Nilo Bermeo) 
• Third Place: Joseph Milano (ENG 101 – Prof. Bianca Rey), Aye Chan Moe (ENG 

102 – Prof. Deirdre Flood) & Moe Pa Pa Zaw (NSF 101 – Dr. Ingrid Veras) 
 
For additional information about the Research Review Competition, please visit the 
website located at  https://library.laguardia.edu/researchreview/. ■  

Forty-fourth Annual Library Research Review Competition (Continued from page 8) 

The Archives Move to JSTOR 

By Thomas Cleary, Archivist 
 
The Institutional Archives is one of the many CUNY Archives that have moved over to 
JSTOR Digital Stewardship Services. This cross-campus migration is one part of the 
broader support that archives at CUNY are receiving from the  CUNY Office of Library 
Services. The timing of this migration was great for us, as our self-supported Islandora 
instance needed updates that would have required a migration anyway. More im-
portantly, this new platform increases the visibility of the Institutional Archives collec-
tions by already being a place that people go for research. Now there is a greater 
chance for someone to come across one of our documents when doing research on 
topics such as cooperative education, pedagogy at community colle-ges, internationali-

(Continued on page 10) 

https://library.laguardia.edu/researchreview/
https://about.jstor.org/products/digital-stewardship/cuny/
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A New Employee’s Library Experience  

By Nairobi Walker, College Assistant   

I was hired in February 2026 as a Library Assistant at LaGuardia Community College. 
As a new employee, I was welcomed by Library staff and learned about library ser-
vices and policies, including Reserve books, Interlibrary Loan books, Reference 
books, Periodicals, and main stacks books.  
 
Working alongside my colleagues in the Library reminds me of how important infor-
mation technology is in the 21st century. My colleagues and I have helped patrons 
check library books in/out. We have also helped them use the CUNY OneSearch cata-
log. Additionally, in the years from 2001 to 2011, I was an undergraduate and gradu-
ate student at Hunter College and relied a lot on the CUNY library system to find pri-
mary and secondary sources for my research papers, Master’s thesis, and presenta-
tions. After I graduated, CUNY Libraries still remain quiet places for academic re-
search and independent study.  
 
It is satisfying working at the LaGuardia Library and knowing that students are learning 
how to find books and articles! It is also comforting that their proficiency with library 
information technology will help them perform current and future research. After stu-
dents graduate from LaGuardia, many will transfer to four-year colleges and continue 
to visit college libraries and also public libraries to foster their desire for life-long learn-
ing! ■ 

zation, and themes that make up the core of LaGuardia’s identity. 
 
We are also able to view usage statistics in ways we have not before. These stats 
show how many times an item or collection gets used as well as which countries and 
even which colleges access the materials. These stats also help us plan what collec-
tions we should continue to focus on digitizing or which other similar materials we 
should put effort into making digitally available. For example, over the last academic 
year, the college’s own In Transit has been our most requested set of items. To me, 
these data show not only how people value what faculty at LaGuardia write about, but 
also that the scholarship remains relevant for a long period as researchers view back 
issues quite often. 
 
Currently, our collections on JSTOR also include selections of college newsletters, 
student newspapers, and student literary journals, student photography and art works, 
selected materials that show how the college was created, materials from the Division 
of Cooperative Education, oral histories, and general photos of selected people and 
places at the college. If there is anything you think is missing or would like to see 
made available, please reach out!  
 
Website link: https://www.jstor.org/site/lagcc-archives-cuny/  

The Archives Move to JSTOR (Continued from page 9) 

https://www.jstor.org/site/lagcc-archives-cuny/

